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Emancipation Changeé Texas
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INTRODUCTION |

At first, the Northern states fought the Civil War to preserve the Union. Over time,
th:yaddedanodlergoak-endingslavay.Whmmewarmdedwiththeddeatofdw
South, that goal took effect. Slavery had long been a major feature of the economy
and society in the South, including Texas. Suddenly, hundreds of thousands of African

Americans in Texas were free.

rights and rights of property between former
masters and slaves, and the connection [until
now) existing between them becomes that

ANNOUNCING EMANCIPATION - the Captain told bim to shut up,
General Gordon Granger was in command of would do the talking. Then the C
Texas for the Union army. On June 19, 18635, he to slaves, “We came to let you kn
issued General Order Number 3: free and you don’t have to call ar
“The people of Texas are informed that m ﬂmnmm"'j'wﬁ
accordance with a Proclamation from the left, Master Charles said we wert
[president] of the United States, all slaves are b“-‘:b"tlfmvbodyumfwdto_s:
free. This involves an absolute equalsty of wfk,lbqumgdgupmdform

and Sarah and the baby want to .
can.’ Papa left the yard, but befo

ﬁwnmmad:mdmfmmanhmprb came back with 4“’“80"0"14""'
sent bomes and work for wages. They are Wmml_dlwdedusmmrd,
informed that they will not be allowed to F‘“MM*’:;?‘;:’;
collect at military posts, that they will down there. Mamma

i e s out because 1 was a big girland «

Sarah Ford had been enslaved on one Texas
plantation near West Columbia. She was a teen
in 1865. Years later, she remembered how the
people she knew reactred when the announce-

Charles couldn’t open bis mouth, because
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qwmwasmadcontheplanmdonw&rethcy “When freedom came [Mrs. Orr
lived: mother, “Well, Caroline, you're |
Captain read a proclamation to all the wages. But you can’t take these «
folks—white folks and us black folks, too. cause you don’t bave a husband
And Lordy me, that’s one time Master of these children. You leave then

P’ll take care of them.’ So my ma
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there and she [Mrs. Orr] took care of us just

3

wills and testaments, and to bave and enjoy

like ber own. We slept on a mattress on the the rights of personal security, liberty, and ;
floor in the room where she slept. She got up private property, and all remedies and pro- ;
at night and tucked us in our own bed.” ceedings for the protection and enforcement
of the same; and there shall be no discrimi-

NEw LAWS DISCRIMINATE AGAINST nation against such persons in the adminis-
AFRICAN AMERICANS tration of the criminal laws of this State. :

The end of slavery brought new problems for
African Americans, however. White members
of the state legislature passed tough laws called

Sec. 2. That all laws and parts of laws re- 4

lating to persons lately beld as slaves, or free
persons of color, contrary to, or in conflict

“black codes.” These laws sharply limited the with the provisions of this act, . . . are
rights of the former slaves: bereby repealed; Provided, nevertheless,
“An Act to define and declare the rights of that nothing berein shall be so construed as

persons lately known as Slaves, and Free

Persons of Color.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legisla-
ture of the State of Texas, That all persons
[previously] known as slaves, and free per-
sons of color, shall have the right to make
and enforce contracts, to sue and be sued, to
inberit, purchase, lease, hold, sell, and con-
vey real, personal and mixed estate; to make

COMPREHENSION CHECK

1. When were the slaves in Texas officially freed?

under the “black code” law reprinted here?
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2. What ordinary rights of citizens-were denied to African Americans

to repeal any law probibiting the intermar-
riage of the white and black races, nor to
permit any other than white men to serve

on furies, hold office, or vote at any election,
State, county, or municipal: Provided, fur-
ther, that nothing berein contained shall

be so construed as to allow them to testify,
except in such cases and manner as 1s pre-
scribed in the Constitution of the State.”
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